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sought refuge here. The landlords of the southern districts constantly
complained to the government that their peasants were running away.
At the close of the 17th and the beginning of the 18th centuries
the government sent several punitive expeditions to the Don, which
hunted down fugitive peasants and sacked the Cossack towns where
they had settled. Exceptional brutality was displayed by a punitive
force under Prince Yuri Dolgoruki. One autumn night in 1707, when
Dolgoruki's detachment had pitched camp for the night in a Cossack
village on the Aidar River, the poor, led by Ataman Kondrati
Bulavin, wiped it out.

The uprising spread quickly among the Cossacks of the Upper
Don and then to the workers of the Voronezh shipyards. In the Tambov
and Kozlov districts the serf peasants attacked the estates of their
landlords and then left to join the Cossacks. The uprising thus became
a peasant as well as a Cossack movement. After a reverse in battle Bula-
vin left for Zaporozhye to rouse the Ukrainian Cossacks. There, how-
ever, he met with opposition from the wealthy Cossacks. But despite'
the prohibition of their hetman, the Zaporozhye rank-and-file poor
Cossacks made their way to the Don in groups and joined the uprising.

In the spring of 1708 Bulavin returned to the upper reaches of the
Don. The spontaneous uprising had by this time spread over a large
area. Hastily mustering the rebel detachments, Bulavin led them to
the town of Cherkassk, the administrative centre of the Don Cossacks.
The well-to-do Cossacks of the Lower Don were also discontented with
the actions of the tsarist government, but they were afraid of the poor.
When the Cossack ataman tried to check the advance of the rebels,
the majority of the Cossacks of his detachment deserted to Bulavin>s
side without giving battle. The rank-and-file Cossacks had agreed among
themselves to fire blank cartridges at Bulavin's men. The inhabitants
of the Cossack villages met him with bread and salt, 1o show that he
was welcome. Bulavin encountered no strong resistance and easily
captured Cherkassk.

Although the wealthy Cossacks acknowledged Bulavin as their
ataman, they secretly conspired against him. Bulavin was not suffi-
ciently resolute in fighting the enemy. He tarried in Cherkassk while
the tsarist government was making urgent preparations to crush the
uprising. The government held the fortress of Azov, situated not far
from Cherkassk. Bulavin let the time for a sudden attack on Azov slip
by, and when he finally attempted to capture it after having spent two
months in Cherkassk, he failed. The wealthy Cossacks promptly took
advantage of this and rose against him in Cherkassk. They surrounded
Bulavin's house, but he fought them off for a long time. Then, rather
than fall into the enemy's hands alive, he shot himself.

, Aftetr Bulavin's death, rebel detachments tinder the command of
atama'ns Khokhlach, Drany, Goly'and others continued to operate in